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DETAILED ACTION 
Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114 

A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1 .17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this 
application is eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.1 14, and the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1 .17(e) has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action 
has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission filed on 
02/05/07 has been entered. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

Claims 1, 7, 8, 9, 11 and 14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated 
by Higgins et al. (US 6587480) (Higgins). 
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Regarding claim 1, Higgins disclose: Method for isochronous file transfer in a network 
for transmission of audio/video data (i.e., the first isochronous device capable of initiating a 
request to the second isochronous device to transfer multimedia information form the second 
isochronous device to the first isochronous device, col. 8, lines 35-40, Higgins), comprising the 
steps, at the level of a client application ( i.e., browse step 310, fig. 3 and corresponding text, 
Higgins) of: 

- causing a client device to request the opening of an isochronous connection between 
the client device and a source device (Le., the controlling client requests an isochronous user 
information path (or, synonymously, a "circuit connection") in a request connection step 340, 
fig. 3, Higgins); 

- causing the client device to specify a file to be transferred from the source device to 
the client device in an isochronous manner over the connection (i.e., the remote client 
responds by accepting the isochronous circuit connection in a acceptance step 350 and 
controlled client exports the capability to play a variety of video formatted files on the 
isochronous streams, col. 15, lines 8-15, Higgins); 

causing the client device to specifying a starting point, within said file, and from which 
the transfer is to be carried out (i.e., the controlling client requests an isochronous user 
information path (or, synonymously, a "circuit connection") in a request connection step 340, 
fig. 3, Higgins); 

causing the client device to request initiation of the file transfer from the starting point 
(i.e., the first isochronous device capable of initiating a request to the second isochronous 
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device to transfer multimedia information form the second isochronous device to the first 
isochronous device, col. 8, lines 35-40, Higgins). 

Regarding claim 7, all the limitations of this claim have been noted in the rejection of 
claim 1. In addition, Higgins discloses: wherein said starting point is specified in the request for 
opening the connection (i.e., the remote client responds by accepting the isochronous circuit 
connection in a acceptance step 350 and controlled client exports the capability to play a 
variety of video formatted files on the isochronous streams, col. 1 5, lines 8-1 5, Higgins). 

Regarding claim 8, all the limitations of this claim have been noted in the rejection of 
claims 1 and 2. In addition, Higgins discloses: Device for connection to a network for 
transmission of audio/video data (i.e., the first isochronous device capable of initiating a 
request to the second isochronous device to transfer multimedia information form the second 
isochronous device to the first isochronous device, col. 8, lines 35-40, Higgins), comprising: a 
recording medium for storing isochronous files (col. 17, lines 30-36, Higgins);. 

a functional components module (i.e., functions: 10base-T hub repeater, B channel 
switch, isoEthernet interfaces..., col. 11, lines 61 to col. 12, lines 8, Higgins) providing an 
application programmable interface for access (isoEthernet interfaces, col. 11, lines 64, 
Higgins) to said recording medium by a client device (i.e. isochronous client device, col. 13, 
lines 24-25, Higgins) wherein the application programmable interface comprises a method for 
transferring an isochronous file over an isochronous connection to the client device starting 
from a starting point in the file, specified by the client device ((i.e., the remote client responds 
by accepting the isochronous circuit connection in a acceptance step 350 and controlled client 
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exports the capability to play a variety of video formatted fifes on the isochronous streams, col. 
15, lines 8-15, Higgins). 

Regarding claim 9, all the limitations of this claim have been noted in the rejection of 
claim 8. In addition, Higgins discloses: wherein the application programmable interface 
comprises : methods for acting upon isochronous connections and files (i.e., the remote client 
responds by accepting the isochronous circuit connection in a acceptance step 350 and 
controlled client exports the capability to play a variety of video formatted files on the 
isochronous streams, col. 15, lines 8-15, Higgins); methods for acting upon asynchronous 
connections and files (i.e., an ATM hub provides bridging between the multimedia chassis 
and/or one or more multimedia hubs, col. 12, lines 9-17, Higgins); file type (audio/video) 
independent methods for acting upon both asynchronous and isochronous files (i.e., 
audio/video can transfer as asynchronous, col. 12, lines 9-17 and transfer as isochronous as 
col. 15, lines 55-64, Higgins ). 

Regarding claim 1 1, all the limitations of this claim have been noted in the rejection of 
claims 1 and 2. In addition, Higgins discloses: method for isochronous file transfer in a network 
for transmission of audio/video data, at the level of a source device comprising a recording 
medium for storing isochronous file, comprising the steps of: receiving from a client device a 
method call including a request to transmit for transmitting an isochronous file to the client 
device over an isochronous connection with the client device, from a staring point specified in 
the request (i.e., the controlling client requests an isochronous user information path (or, 
synonymously, a "circuit connection") in a request connection step 340, fig. 3, Higgins);; 
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initiating the file transfer from the starting point (i.e., the first isochronous device capable of 
initiating a request to the second isochronous device to transfer multimedia information form 
the second isochronous device to the first isochronous device, col. 8, lines 35-40, Higgins). 

Regarding claim 14, all the limitations of this claim have been noted in the rejection of 
claim 1 1. In addition, Higgins discloses: wherein the method call is a method call for setting up 
the isochronous connection (col. 14, lines 16-48, Higgins). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 2, 10, 12 and 13 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Higgins et al. (US 6587480) (Higgins) in view of Zondag (US 
6389466). 

Regarding claim 2, all the limitations of this claim have been noted in the 
rejection of claim 1 above. However, Higgins didn't disclose: wherein the step of 
causing the client device to request initiation comprises transmitting a request to a file 
manager functional component module of the source device for managing a file system 
of isochronous files and asynchronous files on a recording medium holding the file to 
be transferred, wherein said file manager functional component module provides an 
application programmable interface for access by said client application. 
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On the other hand, Zondag discloses: wherein the step of causing the client 
device to request initiation comprises transmitting a request to a file manager functional 
component module of the source device (i.e., FCM, col. 9, lines 1-20, Zondag) for 
managing a file system of isochronous files and asynchronous files on a recording 
medium holding the file to be transferred (col. 10, lines 10-15, Zondag), wherein said 
file manager functional component module provides an application programmable 
interface for access by said client application (col. 10, lines 21-25, Zondag). Thus, at 
the time invention was made, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in 
the art to include wherein the step of causing the client device to request initiation 
comprises transmitting a request to a file manager functional component module of the 
source device for managing a file system of isochronous files and asynchronous files 
on a recording medium holding the file to be transferred, wherein said file manager 
functional component module provides an application programmable interface for 
access by said client application recited in the system of Higgins as taught by Zondag. 
The motivation being to provide a software element allowing the user control of the 
device and its functional components (col. 9, lines 21-24, Zondag). 

Regarding claim 10, all the limitations of this claim have been noted in the 
rejection of claims 8 or 9 above. However, Higgins didn't disclose: wherein the 
application programmable interface further comprises methods for acting upon 
directories of both asynchronous and isochronous files. On the other hand, Zondag 
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discloses: wherein the application programmable further comprises methods for acting 
upon directories of both asynchronous and isochronous files (col. 10, lines 1 1-25, 
Zondag). Thus, at the time invention was made, it would have been obvious to a 
person of ordinary skill in the art to include methods for acting upon directories of both 
asynchronous and isochronous files in the system of Higgins as taught by Zondag. 
The motivation being to provide a software element allowing the user control of the 
device and its functional components (col. 9, lines 21-24, Zondag). 



Regarding claim 12, all the limitations of this claim have been noted in the 
rejection of claim 11 above., in addition, Higgins/Zondog disclose: wherein the called 
method is part of an application programmable interface of a file manager functional 
component module for managing the recording medium (i.e. other applications can 
query the registry to find out the devices and functional components available and to 
get a software element identifier to allow them to interact with the device via a AR and 
the FCMs, col. 11, lines 20-32, Zondog), further comprising the step of having the 
source device establish, using its local registry service a global directory comprising 
directories of all file manager functional component module compatible devices in the 
network (i.e., the FCM is a software object in the sense that it is registered as a 
receiver in the registry and it can communicate with other objects via the messaging 
system, col. 1 1 , lines 32-45, Zondog). Thus, at the time invention was made, it would 
have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art to include an application 
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programmable interface of a file manager functional component module for managing 
the recording medium, further comprising the step of having the source device 
establish, using its local registry service a global directory comprising directories of all 
file manager functional component module compatible devices in the network in the 
system of Higgins as taught by Zondag. The motivation being to provide a software 
element allowing the user control of the device and its functional components (col. 9, 
lines 21-24, Zondag). 

Regarding claim 13, all the limitations of this claim have been noted in the 
rejection of claim 12 above, in addition, Higgins/Zondog disclose: further comprising the 
step of including directories of devices managed by an Avdisc functional component 
module in the global directory (i.e., registry serves as a directory service, allows any 
object to locate another object on the home network, col. 10, lines 24-25 and col. 9, 
lines 10-13, Zondog). 

Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments have been fully considered but they are not persuasive. 
Applicant's arguments that there is no description anywhere in Higgins of the first device 
specifying a staring point in the file for the file transfer. Examiner points out that Higgins 
clearly discloses causing the client device to specifying a starting point, within said file, 
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and from which the transfer is to be carried out (i.e., the controlling client requests an 
isochronous user information path (or, synonymously, a "circuit connection") in a 
request connection step 340, fig. 3, Higgins). 

Thus, based on the discussion above, the Examiner maintains her rejection 
position. 

Contact Information 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Cindy Nguyen whose telephone number is 571-272- 
4025. The examiner can normally be reached on 8:30-5:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Apu Mofiz can be reached on 571-272-4080. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

Cindy Nguyen 




